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New Bedford School District 

Grade 2 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 

 

 

Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative Classroom 
Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 2.1. Ask and 
answer questions 
as who, what, 
where, when, why, 
and how to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
key details in a 
text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are required to 
use textual evidence to 
support their thinking 
as they ask and answer 
general questions. 
 
These questions: 
 

 Who 

 What  

 Where 

 When 

 Why 

 How 
 
Focus on what the text 
says explicitly and 
include key details. 

1. Use 
metacognitive 
strategies to 
comprehend text 
(e.g., reread, read 
ahead, ask for 
help, adjust 
reading speed, 
question, 
paraphrase, 
retell). 
2. Identify and 
understand key 
details in a text 
by asking 
questions that 
start with: who, 
what, where, 
when, why, and 
how. 

1. Why is it 
important to 
ask questions 
while you read? 
 
2. How will 
asking 
questions help 
you understand 
the key details 
in a text? 

Details 
Questions  
Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions 
Metacognitive 
strategies 
Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify 
Comprehend 
Understand 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic Organizers 
GO: 1, Story Prediction 
by previewing; 
GO: 3: KWL; 
GO: 10: Story Elements. 
 
2. Journal Responses 
focused on “Integration 
of Knowledge and Skills,” 
and the Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Readers and Writers 
Notebook: Strategy 
Response Logs: RR29, 
RR30, RR31, and RR32, 
and RR34. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
(nouns) 

Skill 
(verbs) 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL.2.2. Recount 
stories, including 
fables, folktales, 
from diverse 
cultures, and 
determines their 
central message, 
lesson, or moral.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are required to 
retell stories and 
determine the central 
message using literature 
from diverse cultures, 
including folktales and 
fables.  Students begin 
to understand that 
characters are people 
who are involved in a 
story. 

1. Use the text 
to distinguish 
the message (or 
moral) of a 
story, fable, or 
folktale from 
diverse 
cultures. 
 
2. Use the key 
details to help 
explain and 
summarize the 
text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is the 
central 
message, 
lesson, or moral 
learned? 
 
2. What key 
details from the 
text helped you 
understand the 
lesson or 
moral? 
 
3. What 
important 
events 
happened in 
the story? 
 
4. How did the 
characters 
actions help 
you understand 
the story? 

Lesson 
Text 
Events 

Recount 
Determine 
Distinguish 
Explain 
 

Fables 
Folktales 
Diverse cultures 
Central 
message 
Key details 
Moral 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizer:   
GO: 8; Story 
Sequence B; 
GO: 10; Story 
Elements 
 
2. Journal 
Responses focused 
on “Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the 
Essential Questions. 
 
3. Readers and 
Writers Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log; RR16; 
Folktales; RR17; Ask 
Questions; and 
RR19 Folk Tale. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 2.3. Describe 
how characters in a 
story respond to 
major events and 
challenges.  

Students begin to 
understand that 
characters are people 
who are involved in a 
story. Character 
development is 
discussed in terms of 
the characters’ reaction 
to what is taking place 
in the story. 
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
•Who are the 
characters in the story? 
What are the most 
important events that 
happened in the story? 
How do you know? 
•What lesson is this 
story teaching you? 
•How did the characters 
solve the problem in 
this story? 

1. Respond to 
fiction, 
nonfiction, 
poetry, and 
drama 
evaluating the 
characters 
actions in the 
story to 
determine 
major events 
and challenges. 
 
2. Characters 
interactions in a 
story explain 
the sequence of 
events. 
 
 

1. How do the 
characters’ 
actions in the 
story contribute 
to the major 
events and 
challenges? 
 
2. How do the 
characters 
respond to 
major events 
and challenges? 
 
3. How do the 
characters’ 
actions change 
from the 
beginning of the 
story to the 
end? 
 

Characters  
Setting 
Major events 
Challenges 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe 
Contribute 
Respond 
 

Character  
Lesson 

1. Graphic  
GO: 7: Story 
Sequence A; 
GO: 8: Story 
Sequence B; 
GO: 9: Story 
Sequence C;  
GO: 24: Steps in a 
Process to list 
sequence of events, 
GO: 29: Cycle Chart; 
to list major events 
and challenges. 
2. Response Journals 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
Response Journal; 
Character and 
Setting; pg. 3, and 
Four Column Chart; 
pg. 56.  
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 2.4.  
Determine how 
words and 
phrases (e.g., 
regular beats, 
alliteration, 
rhymes, repeated 
lines) supply 
rhythm and 
meaning in a 
story, poem, or 
song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are 
required to tell how 
words and phrases 
provide meaning to 
a story, poem, or 
song. 
Interpret words and 
phrases as they are 
used in a text, 
including 
determining 
technical, 
connotative, and 
figurative meanings, 
and analyze how 
specific word 
choices shape 
meaning or tone. 
 

Which parts of this 
poem rhyme? 
Can you find the 
part that shows the 
beat?  
Can you find a part 
that has alliteration? 

1. Students will 
be able to 
analyze how 
specific words 
and phrases 
supply rhythm 
and meaning in 
a story, poem, 
or song. 
 
2. Students will 
be able to find 
parts of a 
poem that 
rhyme, and 
identify parts 
that show the 
beat. 
 

1. How does 
specific word 
choices shape 
meaning or 
tone in a story, 
poem, or 
song? 
 
2. How does 
specific 
rhymes 
provide 
rhythm and 
meaning in a 
story, poem, 
or song? 

Shape Meaning 
Interpret Words 
 

Determine 
Meaning 
Analyze 
 

Phrases 
Regular Beats 
Alliteration 
Rhymes 
Rhythm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
 
GO: 4: Word Rating 
Chart: Identifying 
words that are 
known, have seen, or 
don’t know. 
GO: 5: Vocabulary 
Frame: Word and 
Association/ Symbol 
box to write new 
words and 
definitions 
and/sentences.  
 
2. Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English  

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea (s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic  

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessment 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 2.5.  Describe 
the overall 
structure of a 
story, including 
describing how 
the beginning 
introduces the 
story and the 
ending concludes 
the action. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students begin to 
understand story 
structure by 
explaining how the 
introduction is the 
beginning and the 
conclusion is where 
the action ends. 
 
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
Describe the parts of 
a story (beginning 
and end). 
How are the 
characters 
thinking/feeling 
about this event? 
Are the characters 
thinking the same 
way about…? 

1. Students will 
understand the 
how the 
beginning of 
the story 
introduces the 
characters and 
setting, and 
the conclusion 
of the story is 
where the 
action ends.  
 
2. Students 
should be able 
to retell the 
events of a 
story from 
beginning to 
end. 

 
 

1. Can you 
explain the 
characters and 
setting in the 
beginning of 
the story? 
 
2. Can you 
describe how 
the action 
ends in the 
conclusion of 
the story? 

 
 
 
 

 

Story Structure 
Beginning 
Ending 
Concludes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Explain 
Describe 
Introduce 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Action 
Beginning 
Conclusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Graphic Organizers: 
GO: 25: T-Chart; 
identifying the 
beginning part and 
ending in column 1 
and describing the 
importance in column 
2. 
2. Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook: 
Strategy Response 
Log: Story Chart; pg. 
104; students will 
describe the 
characters, the 
beginning, middle, 
and end of the story, 
and the action that is 
at the end of the 
story. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

R.L. 2.6.  
Acknowledge 
differences in the 
points of view of 
characters, 
including by 
speaking in a 
different voice 
for each 
character when 
reading dialogue 
aloud. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students at this 
level begin to 
understand how 
characters’ points of 
view differ.  As 
students read orally, 
they should read 
using different 
voices for different 
characters. 
 
Think about this 
character.  
 
How would this 
character say this 
part? 

Events are 
influenced 
according to 
the point of 
view of the 
narrator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Can you 
explain the 
author’s point 
of view? 
 
2. Can you 
explain how 
speaking in a 
different voice 
can change the 
character’s 
point of view? 
 
 

Narrator 
Speaker 
Events 
Character 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Influence 
Describe 
Explain 
Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Point of View 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 11: T-Chart; Pg. 
11; Question the 
Author. 
 
2. Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
 
3. Students will read 
different characters’ 
parts in a story and 
explain how speaking 
in a different voice 
for each character 
represents the 
characters ‘different 
points of view.   
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L. 2.7.  Use 
information 
gained from the 
illustrations and 
words in a print 
or digital text to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
its characters, 
setting, or plot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are 
required to use 
information from 
pictures, print, or 
digital text to show 
they understand 
characters, setting 
and plot.   
 
Use questions and 
prompts such as: 
 
What do the 
illustrations tell you 
about the setting? 
 
Can you find an 
illustration that tells 
you how a character 
is feeling? 

Understand 
the importance 
of illustrations 
in literature. 
 
 

1. How can an 
illustration 
explain the 
text to the 
reader? 
 
2. How do 
illustrations 
and words in 
digital text 
help 
understand 
characters’ 
feelings? 
 
3. How do 
illustrations 
and words in 
digital text 
help 
understand 
the setting, or 
plot? 
 
 
 

Mood 
Visual 
Elements 
Feelings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand 
Explain 
Describe 
 

Illustrations 
Literature 
Digital Text 

1. Graphic Organizers: 
GO: 26; Three-Column 
Chart, students will 
list in Column 1. How 
the illustrations 
explain characters’ 
feelings with pg. # 
reference, column 2. 
for setting, and 
column 3. for plot.     
2. Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Use age 
appropriate Caldecott 
Award Winning books 
to read to students 
and explain the 
importance of 

illustrations in stories. 
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Common Core 
State Standards 

For English 
Language Arts 

Integration of 
Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the 
Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.2.8. M.A. 
2.8.A. 
Identify dialogue 
as words spoken 
by characters 
(usually enclosed 
in quotation 
marks) and 
explain what 
dialogue adds to 
a particular story 
or poem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able 
to identify dialogue 
within text. 
 
Question or prompt 
to be answered: 
 
Why does the 
author use dialogue 
in text? 

Students will 
understand the 
importance of 
dialogue in 
text. 

1. Why is 
dialogue 
important in 
text? 
 
2. Why is 
dialogue 
quoted within 
the text? 
 
 
 

Text 
Dialogue 

Identify 
Understand 
Quote 

Quotation 
marks 

1. Graphic Organizer: 
GO: T-Chart: pg. 25; 
Quotations in one 
column, and 
importance to text in 
second column. 
2. Response Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Practice with 
students reading text 
with dialogue and 
having discussion on 
the importance of 
dialogue and why it 
is used in text. 

 



        
      9/4/2014 

9 
 

Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L.2.9. Compare and 
contrast two or more 
versions of the same 
story (e.g. Cinderella 
stories) by different 
authors or from 
different cultures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students are required to find 
similarities and differences 
in books with the same 
author and characters. 
 
They read two or more 
versions of the same story 
by different authors or from 
different cultures to find 
similarities and differences. 
 
 
 

1. Recognize 
similar themes 
and topics in 
different 
versions of the 
same story. 
 
3. Compare 
and contrast 
similar 
characters 
from two or 
more versions 
of the same 
story. 

1. What is 
comparing and 
contrasting? 
 
2. How are the 
characters the 
same or 
different in 
two or more 
versions of the 
same story or 
from different 
cultures? 

Stories 
Characters 
Culture 

Compare 
Contrast 
Similar 
Differences 
 

Compare 
Contrast 
Comparative 
Versions 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: Story 
Comparison; 
pg. 13, 
GO: Venn 
Diagram; pg. 
17,  
GO: Compare 
and Contrast; 
pg. 18. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on  
“Integration of 
Knowledge 
and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log:  
Compare and 
Contrast: pg. 
147 & Writing 
Pg. 285. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

R.L. 2.10.  By the end 
of the year, read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories and poetry, in 
the grades 2-3 text 
complexity band 
proficiency, with 
scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the 
range.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With assistance as needed, 
students are required to 
read proficiently and 
understand various types of 
literature for the 2-3 text 
complexity bands. 
 
 Standard 10 defines a 
grade-by-grade staircase of 
increasing text complexity 
that rises from beginning 
reading to the college and 
career readiness level. 
Students must also show the 
ability to make fuller use of 
text including making an 
increasing number of 
connections among ideas 
and between texts, 
considering a wider range of 
textual evidence, and 
becoming more sensitive to 
inconsistencies, ambiguities, 
and poor reasoning in texts. 
Students must read 
independently and closely, 
which are essential to their 
future success. 

Students will 
independently 
and 
proficiently 
read and 
understand 
literature at 
the higher ends 
of grades 2-3 
independently. 

 Literature 
Stories 
Dramas 
Poetry 

Independently 
Proficiently 
Comprehend 
Read 
Connections 
Textual 
evidence 
Close reading 
 

 Teachers will 
need to 
conference 
with 
students. 
 
 
1. Use of all 
formative 
assessment 
artifacts and 
notebooks 
utilized from 
standards 1-9. 
 
2. Responding 
to the 
Essential 
Questions.  
 
3. End-Of-
Year 
Benchmark 
Test.   
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